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PRESS RELEASE 

February 16, 2021 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

Front-line Health Care Workers Gifted With US$25,000 by 

Philanthropist Beverly Nichols 

 
Business woman and philanthropist Beverly Nichols, OD, through her Push 

Start Foundation has gifted 74 frontline healthcare workers, across the 

country, and who are directly involved in the fight against COVID-19, 

since March 2020, with US $25,000 for their personal use.  

 

Ms. Nichols explained that in April 2020 after the effects of the global 

COVID-19 pandemic started to impact Jamaica, she observed how 

corporate America was showing their appreciation to frontline workers.  

 

“New York was the epicentre at that time and corporate America 

showered doctors, nurses, ancillary workers with gifts and cash. I 

immediately felt overcome with jealousy and wondered who would step 

up and do something similar for the team of workers in my country’s 

health sector,” she says, adding, “I decided to do something.” 

 

When the Diaspora decided to collaborate to host a telethon to raise 

funds to purchase Personal Protective Equipment, Ms. Nichols says she 

saw an opportunity but she wanted her donation to go directly to 

doctors, nurses, and all other categories of health care workers who had 

gone beyond the call of duty in the fight against the virus. 

 

Now that 74 health care workers have received the US$25,000 at a virtual 

handover ceremony on Friday, February 12,  Ms. Nichols says she is feeling 

good that it came to fruition and invites others who are in a better 

position than her, to do something similar. 

 

The Clarendon native, who is a resident of New York also made a 

donation of US 1 million in 2018 for major expansion and upgrade of the 

Chapelton Community Hospital in Clarendon. 

 

(more) 
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Recipient and Regional Medical Epidemiologist at the Southern Regional 

Health Authority (SRHA), Dr. Fatoumata Fadji Sylla- Roberts, who delivered 

remarks on behalf of the recipients from the SRHA, thanked Ms. Nichols for 

her generous and thoughtful donation.  

 

She pointed out that since the pandemic came to Jamaica in 2020, it has 

been a learning experience, with much research being done and utilized.  

 

“Despite the increase in cases in our region, we continue to do our best 

and we have been training staff, targeting communities through 

sensitizations and going beyond the call of duty. It has been 

overwhelming but we continue to learn and it is a great pleasure to be 

recognized by the Push Start Foundation. We stand for quality and we will 

continue to go beyond the call of duty to fight against the COVID-19 

pandemic” Dr. Sylla-Roberts added. 

 

Several dedicated and hardworking healthcare workers were nominated 

for this award and a final selection made through the National Health 

Fund and the Push Start Foundation. Two doctors, four nurses and 17 

support staff from the SRHA were gifted with the cash donation. 

 

(more) 
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Picture 1 

 
SRHA Regional Director, Michael Bent presents the cheque from Ms. 

Beverly Nichols to SRHA Regional Medical Epidemiologist, Dr. Fatoumata 

Fadji Sylla- Roberts (right). 

 

(more) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.srha.gov.jm/


 

 

 

 

 

Mandeville Reg. Hospital 

32 Hargreaves Avenue 

Mandeville 

Ph: (876) 962-2067/2744/1094 

Fax: (876) 625-8493 

 

 

May PenHospital 

1 Muirhead Avenue 

May Pen 

Ph: (876) 986-2528/7708/6938 

Fax: (876) 986-2650 

 

 

Black RiverHospital 

45 High Street 

Black River 

Ph: (876) 965-2224/2212 

 (876) 634-3700 

Fax: (876) 965-9294 

 

 

PercyJunorHospital 

Spalding P.O. 

Clarendon 

Ph: (876) 964-1181/2222/2322 

Fax: (876) 964-1548 

 

 

LionelTownHospital 

Bustamante Drive 

Vere, Clarendon 

Ph: (876) 986-3226 

Fax: (876) 986-3373 

 

 

ChapeltonHospital 

Chapelton P.O. 

Clarendon  

Ph: (876) 987-2215 

 

 

Manchester Health Dept. 

Race Course Rd. 

Mandeville 

Ph: (876) 962-2288/7033 

 (876)625-3433 

Fax: (876) 962-2171 

 

 

Clarendon Health Dept. 

1-3 Jackson St. Denbigh 

May Pen 

Ph: (876) 986-7869 

Fax: (876) 986-9713 

 

 

St. Elizabeth Health Dept 

High Street  

Black River 

Ph: (876) 965-9174-5 

Fax: (876) 965-2701 

 

 

   

Chairman: Wayne Chen; Vice Chairman; Michael Stern, Board Members: Dr. St. Aubyn Bartlett, Lorraine GreenMason, 

Marcus Greenwood, Stafford Haughton, Winston Maragh, Lennox Powell, Dr. Lloyd Reynolds, Albert Williams,Permanent 
Secretary’s Nominee: Dr. Naydene Williams,Regional Director and Secretary: Michael Bent; Regional Technical Director: 

Dr.Vitillius Holder; CEO, Mandeville Regional Hospital: Alwyn Miller;SMO, Mandeville Regional Hospital:  
Dr.Everton McIntosh 

 
 

3 Brumalia Road, Mandeville, Manchester, Jamaica WI 
Tel: (876) 625-0612-3 / 962-9491 / 962-8232 | Fax:  (876) 962-8233 

Website: www.srha.gov.jm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Regional Health Authority 
Compassion | Accountability | Respect | Efficiency 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 2 

 
Patient Care Assistant from the Chapelton Community Hospital in 

Clarendon, Tyniel Sweeney (right) accepts her cheque from SRHA 

Regional Director, Michael Bent, presented on behalf of donor, Beverly 

Nichols. 

 

(more) 
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Picture 3 

 
SRHA Regional Director, Michael Bent presents a cheque on behalf of 

donor, Beverly Nichols to Male Attendant at the St. Elizabeth Health 

Department, Martin McLeish (right). 
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Picture 4 

 
Business woman and philanthropist Beverly Nichols. 
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For more information contact:  

Latoya Laylor Brown 

Public Relations Officer 

Southern Regional Health Authority 

Tel: 962-8232/779-2663 

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm 
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